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 NSBAC Position Hillary Clinton 

 

Donald Trump 

 
K-12 NSBAC supports the 

passage of the Every 
Student Succeeds Act 
which reaffirms the 
importance of local 
governance for public 
schools.  
NSBAC’s position on K-12 
education 

Clinton’s campaign website showcases her belief that every child should be guaranteed a 
high-quality education regardless of their zip code. On the newly minted Every Student 
Succeeds Act (ESSA), she believes it will give state and teachers the flexibility to serve the 
needs of their students, while holding schools accountable for student achievement. 
 
As a Senator serving on the Committee on Health, Education, Labor & Pensions in 2001, 
Clinton voted for the No Child Left Behind Act, the predecessor of ESSA. However, she 
called for changes to the law in her 2008 presidential campaign.  
 

On his campaign website, Trump advocated that “education has to be at the local level” 
and that Washington bureaucrats cannot tell parents how to manage their children’s 
education.  
 
Trump has been critical of U.S. students’ performance compared to that of other 
countries. He also wants to trim down the U.S. Department of Education, which he called a 
“massive behemoth.” 
 

Pre-K NSBAC supports voluntary 
pre-k programs. 
NSBAC’s position on pre-k 

Clinton advocates for universal pre-k. She championed the creation of Early Head Start for 
low-income children from birth to age 3.   
 

Trump has not discussed any specific views on pre-k education. 
 
 
 

Common 
Core 

NSBAC provides resources 
and facts on common 
core to help school 
leaders better understand 
the issue  
NSBAC’s resources on 
common core 

Clinton supports the Common Core academic standards. 
 

Trump has repeatedly said that the common core (academic standards) is “a disaster,” 
vowing to end it if elected. 
 
 
 

School 
Choice 

NSBAC opposes diverting 
public funds for private 
entities through vouchers, 
tuition tax credits and 
other plans. 

Clinton opposes spending public funds on private schools through vouchers and tuition tax 
credits. She voted against such legislation while in the Senate.  
 
Clinton supports charter schools but has expressed concern that most charter schools 
“don’t take the hardest to teach kids.”  
 

In his 2000 book, The America We Deserve, Trump supported private school vouchers and 
charter schools, “Education reformers call this school choice, charter schools, vouchers, 
even opportunity scholarships. I call it competition—the American way.” 
 
 
 

https://www.hillaryclinton.com/
https://www.donaldjtrump.com/
http://www.nsba.org/advocacy/federal-legislative-priorities
http://www.nsba.org/advocacy/federal-legislative-priorities
http://www.nsba.org/advocacy/federal-legislative-priorities/early-childhood-education
http://www.centerforpubliceducation.org/Main-Menu/Policies/Understanding-the-Common-Core
http://www.centerforpubliceducation.org/Main-Menu/Policies/Understanding-the-Common-Core


NSBAC’s position on 
vouchers 
 

NSBAC supports charter 
schools that are 
authorized and overseen 
by local school boards in 
the community they are 
located. 
NSBAC’s position on 
charter schools 

 

http://www.nsba.org/advocacy/federal-legislative-priorities/private-school-vouchers
http://www.nsba.org/advocacy/federal-legislative-priorities/private-school-vouchers
http://www.nsba.org/advocacy/federal-legislative-priorities/charter-schools
http://www.nsba.org/advocacy/federal-legislative-priorities/charter-schools

